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Kickapoo Grazing Initiative has produced this informational
bulletin to discuss some helpful hints from two managed
grazing operations in southwest Wisconsin. This bulletin
should be used in conjunction with developing a managed
grazing plan with a qualified grazing specialist.

As seen in the photo to the left, experienced grazier
Dennis Rooney has spent over a decade using managed
grazing on his streamside farm in southern Crawford
County. In contrast to many of the stream corridors in
the area which show steeply, eroded banks and heavily
wooded structure (see photo below), Dennis has been
able (through managed grazing) to reduce the slope
along the stream corridor and increase vegetative cover
and diversity in his streamside pastures. The results are
less erosion and higher quality stream habitat along
with greater pasture productivity.

Dennis Rooney Farm in southern Crawford County, WI

Why Managed Grazing?
In southwestern Wisconsin, the terrain is particularly
suited for managed grazing due to the steepness of the
hilly landscape and rich valleys of trout streams
throughout the Kickapoo Valley. This type of grazing,
which is “light on the land”, uses a system of paddocks
to rotate cattle on a periodic basis, allowing each grazed
paddock to “rest” and recover as the cattle are moved
to a new paddock to forage.

Erodible, high cut banks along a creek in the Kickapoo watershed resulting
from long-term landuse practices (row crops, conventional grazing)

Similarly, in adjacent Vernon County to the north, Rod
Ofte’s streamside managed grazing operation is a
popular designation for area trout anglers (see photo
below).

The following are examples of successful managed
grazing operations in streamside corridors for two farms
in southwest Wisconsin.
As summarized in Managing Grazing in Stream
Corridors (MN DOA, 2007), the positive impacts of this
grazing management system include:
• Streambanks have reduced slope and are
vegetated resulting in reduced erosion;
• Pastures show a more healthy, vigorous and
diverse plant community;
• Reduced amounts of manure/urine in the water
because livestock spend less time there;
• Reduced warming effect on the water and
improved stream structure to provide
concealment for fish;
• Improved productivity of the pasture forages
(and ultimately soil) resulting in improved
livestock performance.

An angler enjoying trout fishing at Rod Ofte’s farm and managed
grazing operation in Vernon County, WI.

Please see our reference section at the end of this
publication for more detailed resources on managed
grazing operations including publications for fencing,
water sources, paddock design and management of the
grazing operation.
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Fencing Considerations for Streamside Managed
Grazing
In southwest Wisconsin there is seasonal flooding in
streamside areas. Multiple large flood events have
occurred as well in the past decade. Our streamside
graziers have learned to be adaptable in terms of the
type of fencing used in their pastures.
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For dividing the pastures into paddocks, Dennis uses
polywire. Polywire is an affordable and reusable
fencing option when developing a paddock system for
your grazing operation. Polywire is a flexible choice for
managed grazing since it is more visible than traditional
metal wire, lightweight and installs and repairs easily.
GATES AND CORNER POSTS

Generally, exterior fences are 4-6 strands of wire and
interior fences are 1-2 strands. We have a reference
section at the end of this publication for more detailed
information on the design of paddocks, fencing systems,
electrification and watering systems. The following is a
brief overview of the systems used by two streamside
graziers.
After some trial and error through several flood events,
Dennis Rooney has developed interior fencing for his
operation using PVC pipe and high tensile wire. This is a
less expensive alternative to more permanent fencing
and more easily replaced if needed after a major flood
event.
INTERIOR FENCING OPTIONS

Gate structure at Rod Ofte farm made of Locust posts

At Rod Ofte’s farm in northern Vernon County, a variety
of materials are used, including locust posts, for the
gate structures and corner posts (see photos above and
below). He uses barbed wire (5 strands) and high
tensile wire (1 strand). There are many electric fence
charger options available, and Rod chose to use a low
impedance solar charger (see bottom photo).

Dennis
Rooney
uses PVC
pipe with
high tensile
wire for his
interior
fence.

Corner posts made of locust at Rod Ofte farm with 5 strands of
barbed wire and 1 high tensile electric wire
Left: Dennis
uses
polywire to
divide his
pastures
into
paddocks.

Rod uses a low impedence
solar charger to electrify his
perimeter fence.
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CATTLE LANES AND CROSSINGS
An important part of the overall design in a streamside
managed grazing operation is the construction of cattle
lanes and crossings or access points for watering. If you
choose to use the stream as your watering source, it is
important to maintain the stability of these lanes and
access points to help protect the integrity of the stream
and its adjacent pasture areas.
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Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). EQIP
can help fund fencing, watering systems, cattle lanes
and crossings, pasture improvement and other
management options. There are specific guidelines and
qualifications for each of these activities. Please see
your county NRCS agent for more information. The
Kickapoo Grazing Initiative provides technical assistance
for grazing assessment and development of grazing
plans, including EQIP grazing plans. KGI can be reached
at info@kickapoograzinginitiative.com.
FROST SEEDING: A COST-EFFECTIVE OPTION FOR
PASTURE IMPROVEMENT

Cattle lane (above) and crossing (below)
on the Dennis Rooney farm.
As a final helpful hint from our two graziers, both have
used frost seeding successfully in their grazing
operations to increase the diversity and quality of plant
species, particularly legumes, in their pastures. Frost
seeding occurs in the early spring (late March/early
April) when the ground freezes at night and thaws
during the day (frost heaving). Typically, it is best to
heavily graze the pasture targeted for frost seeding the
previous fall. When the snow melts, the pasture will
have open areas receptive to broadcast seeding.
You can work with Natural Resources Conservation
Service through their Environmental Quality Incentive
Program (EQIP) in your county to help design and fund
cattle lanes, access points and crossings (see next
section).
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND FUNDING FOR MANAGED
GRAZING.
Our two graziers, as well as numerous other farmers
and landowners in Wisconsin, have accessed funding for
a wide variety of grazing activities through the
Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) of

Rod Ofte broadcast frost seeding with an ATV
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THE KICKAPOO GRAZING INITIATIVE

Managed Grazing in Stream Corridors, Howard
Moechnig, MN Dept. of Ag 2007
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/news/publications/anim
als/livestockproduction/grazing.pdf
Also please see the following for more information:
University of Wisconsin Extension Grazing Resources and
Education: Extensive list of publications on grazing resources
including fencing (see series by Tom Cadwallader and Dennis
Cosgrove under Designing Grazing Systems), lanes and watering
systems.
http://fyi.uwex.edu/grazres/
Grazing Systems Planning Guide; UM-Extension & NRCS
http://www.extension.umn.edu/agriculture/dairy/grazingsystems/grazing-systems-handbook.pdf
The Grassworks Grazing Guide at grassworks.org
Green Lands Blue Waters
http://greenlandsbluewaters.net/
The Pasture Project of The Wallace Center
http://www.wallacecenter.org/pastureproject/
Pastures for Profit: A guide to rotational grazing, UW-Extension
http://www.learningstore.uwex.edu/assets/pdfs/A3529.pdf
Wisconsin Natural Resources Conservation Service:
EQIP Program
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/wi/programs/fina
ncial/eqip/
Frost Seeding: A Cheap Alternative to Improve Hay and Pasture
Land Heather Darby, UVermont Extension
http://articles.extension.org/pages/64559/frost-seeding:-a-cheapalternative-to-improve-hay-and-pasture-land

Thank you to Dennis Rooney (left) and Rod Ofte (right) for
their help in developing this publication and our KGI outreach
efforts. All photos in the publication (except for below right)
are © 2016 Cynthia J. Olmstead.

The Kickapoo Grazing Initiative (KGI) is a partnership of Trout
Unlimited, Valley Stewardship Network, Vernon County Land and
Water Conservation and UW-Extension:Crawford County begun in
June of 2012 with the Mississippi Valley Conservancy land trust
joining in 2013. The Kickapoo Grazing Initiative (KGI) has received
funding from the Wallace Center of Winrock International
Foundation through their Pasture Project, the National Fish &
Wildlife Foundation, Natural Resources Conservation Service, The
McKnight Foundation and Fishers and Farmers Partnership for the
Upper Mississippi River Basin.
Now in its fourth year, the Kickapoo Grazing Initiative is an
innovative public/private conservation partnership that focuses on
promoting economic and environmental incentives for farmers and
landowners to adopt managed grazing of Grass-fed Beef in the
Kickapoo Valley in southwest Wisconsin. “Because of the benefits of
increased soil organic matter, reduced runoff, and value-added
healthy food production, the KGI believes that managed grazing can
help protect water quality while sustaining our small farmers in the
area,” Cynthia Olmstead, KGI Project Director.
The Kickapoo Grazing Initiative is focusing on additional outreach
through pasture walks and events with partner organizations as well
as direct technical assistance through our grazing specialists. KGI’s
funding will help farmers and landowners develop managed grazing
plans with one of our grazing specialists as well as work with Natural
Resource Conservation Service’s EQIP program to help offset the
costs of implementing grazing management practices such as
fencing and providing water sources.

info@kickapoograzinginitiative.com
www.kickapoograzinginitiative.com

This publication was funded by a
grant from the National Fish &
Wildlife Foundation.
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